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Abstract: Young Learners' motivation to read and the texts they choose to read impact on their reading
achievement and willingness to engage with reading activities.  Therefore, using electronic books in the 
classroom is one of the strategies to increase students’ motivation to read since there is the software that enables 
eBooks to be readable on personal devices and usually provides features such as full text searching, customizable 
font size, mark-up, or even note taking (Lucia, 2001). Moreover, the content of an eBook may be supplemented 
with multimedia, which assures a greater variety of information to be displayed simultaneously. ”Hyperlinks can 
be used to bring the student, while reading the text, to a number of educational resources that cannot be included 
in the text of the course, such as multimedia materials, interactive exercises, quizzes, discussions, etc” (Mazza, 
2008:2). Hence, eBooks may serve as learning strategy especially among young learners who are comfortable 
with the technology. This article will describe the effective implementation of eBook in the classroom, the extent 
to which electronic books support young learners’ literacy development and the advantages and disadvantages of 
using eBooks in classroom.
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Introduction
Reading is one of the English skills that should be mastered by the students. Therefore, reading are 
taught since they are still young learners. young learners is mainly based on the years spent in the primary or 
elementary stages of formal education before the transition to secondary school. Young learners should be well 
prepared to read for learning and for pleasure. Unfortunately, teacher use monotonous strategy that can make 
them bored in reading class. Some of students have unmotivated behaviours during reading times. Motivation to 
read is both the essential element for actively engaging young children in the reading process. For students who 
do not master reading skills early in their school years, reading may become a painful experience (Wigfield & 
Guthrie, 1997). As a result, they may decline opportunities for practice, putting themselves even further behind 
successful. Motivation to read is an important component for all students to be successful in school (Morgan 
&Sideridis, 2006; Strommen & Mates, 2004). This article shows that promoting students' motivation to read can 
enhance the reading competency of readers. When children are motivated to read and to do so without fear of 
failure, they also tend to excel in reading at or above their grade level (Grimshaw, Dungworth, McKnight, & 
Morris, 2007, p. 586). On the other hand, children who struggle with reading and do not read regularly become 
even weaker readers with each subsequent year (Nelson & Manset-Williamson, 2006; Valleley & Shriver, 2003).
Teachers have an important role in helping children to develop and maintain a positive attitude towards 
learning and to inspire a love of reading, using interesting books that the children want to see, hear, and hold 
(Miller, 2009). Given the powerful and pervasive influence of the Internet on today’s youth, it is not surprising 
that such online technologies as electronic storybooks (eBooks) have been touted as effective in promoting 
children’s language and literacy skills Online children’s storybooks have taken traditional oral or print stories, 
and added multimedia and multisensory features such as animated illustrations, sound effects, and fully digitized 
audio narration accompanied by highlighting of the text, all of which offer young children and struggling readers 
interactive storybook choices that they can enjoy reading independently (Alexander & Jetton, 2003; Castek et al., 
2006). 
To stimulate the children’s reading orientation and involvement in reading, electronic storybooks let 
children activate reading of words, phrases, or pages in any order they want and are typically equipped with 
sound and animations that are activated by the child (Reinking & Watkins, 2000). The children can also use a 
function that allows them to reread/relisten to the highlighted text by clicking on an arrow that repeats the text 
(Korat & Shamir, 2006). Many of these books allow children opportunities to read independently, even when 
they lack foundational reading skills. 
Discussion
1. The Nature of Electronic Books (E-books)
Electronic books are defined as an electronic form of a book with features similar to those of a 
traditional print book including pages that “turn,” and digital features that can assist the reader such as word 
pronunciations, text highlighting, and text-to speech options, and hypermedia (e.g., video, animations, and 
sound) (Horney & Anderson-Inman, 1999; Korat & Shamir, 2004). E-storybooks are widely used with students 
who are beginning to learn to read or diagnosed with reading disabilities (Zucker, Moody, & McKenna, 2009).
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The online eBooks used in this article is found on the Listening and Reading Comprehension link on the 
Childtopia™ (Childtopia SL, 2008) website (www.childtopia.com).
The storybooks are specifically designed for young learners. It is used in the online reading sessions
similar in length (comprising between 10-15 pages of text and ranged from 200-300 words per page), 
characterization, complexity and illustrations. Each story is also accompanied by a set of 10 comprehension
questions that are mainly factual and read aloud using the same female narrator’s voice. Independent readers, 
however, have the option of turning off the audio narration and read the stories and questions to themselves. 
2. Using E-book in Classroom
1. Click on the link www.childtopia.com
2. Choose one of the kinds of features
3. Choose or click Listen and Reading Comprehension if you want teach your students reading.
4. Click reading comprehension and choose one of story books
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5. Read the story book together, and click next to see the next story.
6. Click the question.
3. Strengths of Using Ebook
1. Electronic Book is very simple and easier to use. Young learner can use whenever they want.
2. The features are very colorful, full of animations, 3D and many kinds of variation of choices so that students 
feel interesting and enjoy reading the story in e-book during reading class
3. Student can increase their ability not only in reading comprehension but also in learning and using
technology.
4. Students show their enthusiasm for e-storybooks
Conclusion
This article has shown that online reading software, motivational aspects, and constructivist methods of
instruction can promote reading motivation among young learners. Overall, this article have shown that ebook is 
a beneficial teaching strategies for young learners because it can encourage them to read.
Suggestion
Ebook may be more effective for young learners if teachers apply rules for –storybook use in the classroom. 
These rules should include strategies for moving between pages, time expectations for completion, and 
interactional opportunities with peers. Educators can also support children by playing a role and instructing 
during the reading. Also, teachers should consider which ebooks have digital features that best support a child’s 
emergent literacy needs (e.g., decoding, phonological awareness, alphabet knowledge, and oral language)
491
st
The 61  TEFLIN International Conference, UNS Solo 2014 
References
Alexander, P. A., & Jetton, T. L. (2003). Learning from traditional and alternative texts: New conceptualization 
for an information age. In A. Graesser, M. Gernsbacher, & S. Goldman (Eds.), Handbook of discourse 
processes (pp. 199–241). Mahwah, NJ: Erlbaum.
Childtopia, S. L. (2008). Childtopia™. Retrieved from http://www.childtopia.com
Grimshaw, S., Dungworth, N., McKnight, C., & Morris, A. (2007). Electronic books: Children’s reading and 
comprehension. British Journal of Educational Technology, 38(4), 583–599.
Horney, M. A., & Anderson-Inman, L. (1999). Supported texts in electronic reading
environments. Reading & Writing Quarterly, 15, 127-168. 
Korat, O. & Shamir, A. (2004). Do Hebrew electronic books differ from Dutch electronic books? A replication 
of a Dutch content analysis. Journal of Computer Assisted Learning, 20, 257-268.
Korat, O., & Shamir, A. (2006). Electronic books versus adult readers: Effects on children’s emergent literacy as 
a function of social class. Journal of Computer Assisted Learning, 23(2), 248–259.
Lucia, S. (2001). E-books and their future in academic libraries, D-Lib Magazine, July/ August 2001. Retrieved 
June 27, 2011, from http://www.dlib.org/dlib/july01/snowhill/07snowhill.html
Mazza, R. (2008). The Integrated eBook - the Convergence of eBook, Companion Web Site, and eLearning. In
BooksOnline'08 (pp. 1-4). Napa Valley, CA: ACM Press. Retrieved June 27, 2011, from: 
http://delivery.acm.org/10.1145/1460000/1458414/p1-
mazza.pdf?key1=1458414&key2=1523268921&coll=DL&dl=ACM&ip=137.189.161.54&CFID=1150
1330&CFTOKEN=60137351
Miller, D. (2009). The book whisperer: Awakening the inner reader in every child. San Francisco, CA: Jossey–
Bass.
Morgan, P. L., & Sideridis, G. D. (2006). Contrasting the effectiveness of fluency interventions for students with 
or at risk for learning disabilities: A multilevel random coefficient modeling meta-analysis. Learning 
Disabilities Research & Practice, 21, 19–210.
Nelson, J. M., & Manset-Williamson, G. (2006). The impact of explicit, self-regulatory reading comprehension 
strategy instruction on the reading-specific self-efficacy attributions, and affect of students with reading 
disabilities. Learning Disability Quarterly, 29, 213–230.
Reinking, D., & Watkins, J. (2000). A formative experiment investigating the use of multimedia book reviews to 
increase elementary students' independent reading. Athens, GA: National Reading Research Center.
Wigfield, A., & Guthrie, J. T. (1997). Relations of children’s motivation for reading to the amount and breadth 
of their reading. Journal of Educational Psychology, 89(1), 420–432.
Zucker, T., Moody, A., & McKenna, M. (2009). The Effects of Electronic Books on Pre-Kindergarten-to-Grade 
5 Students' Literacy and Language Outcomes: A Research Synthesis. Journal of Educational 
Computing Research, 40, 47-87.
492
